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REASONS

n The avalanche in the morning of April 18, 2014  was 
natural but unexpected.

n Increasing atmospheric temperature is speculated as the 
possible cause behind higher snowmelt and avalanche, 
though concrete studies are yet to be conducted to 
understand this relationship. 

DISASTER INCIDENT

LESSONS

n The Khumbu Icefall of Everest Region encountered an 
avalanche on April 18, 2014  around 6:30 a.m.

n Avalanche that fell from the hanging glaciers along the 
West shoulder moved across the Khumbu Icefall at about 
19,000 feet (5,800 meters).

n Some of the guides were clearing the path and arranging 
the ladders when the avalanche occurred. Other 
mountaineers were resting in nearby areas. 

n Accurate and prompt weather information should be 
provided for trekkers and mountaineers.

n Avalanches and snows dynamics should be monitored 
using more sophisticated equipments and supported by 
ground truthing.

n Insurance and compensation policies should be reviewed 
and updated to promote livelihood security for the families 
of such mountain guides. 

n Regular health check-ups and medications support should 
be organized for high altitude porters and guides.

BACKGROUND
n The Himalayan region of Nepal, which covers 23 

per cent of the country’s area, consists of high 
mountains, some of whose altitude exceeds eight 
thousand meters. 

n Tourists come to this region for mountaineering and 
trekking. In 2014, about 316 expedition generated a 
revenue of NRs. 342,950,000 of which Mount Everest 
alone was responsible for generating 80 per cent. 

n Local guides and porters help tourists during their 
expedition.

n The region is vulnerable to earthquakes, avalanches, 
blizzards, debris flow and GLOFs.

n 157 people have been reported dead from various 
avalanches that occurred between 1988-2014.

“Despite avalanches, mountains are the major tourists attraction. 
Necessary measures should be undertaken to ensure livelihood 
security for the mountaineers, trekkers, guides as well as the 
mountain community”
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Avalanche is pictured as it barrels down Mount Everest

Everest avalanche location

IMPACTS
n The avalanche killed 16 mountain guides and injured 9 

other climbers.
n Out of 16 dead bodies, 13 were recovered. However, the 

remaining three bodies could not be recovered. 
n The locals of the area and foreign climbers were involved 

in the rescue mission.
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RELIEF AND AFTERMATH
n The Government of Nepal (GoN) announced immediate 

compensation of NRs. 40,000 to the victim’s family.
n However, the families and Nepal Mountaineering 

Association (NMA) were not satisfied with the amount of 
compensation. 

n Local guides announced that they would go on strike 
unless the Nepali government agreed to meet their thirteen 
demands within a week. 

n The GoN announced an additional NRs. 500,000 (approx. 
US$ 5,100) to the families of the dead climbers.

n Insurance cover for the guides was raised to $15,000 
from $10,000. Medical insurance for each guide was also 
increased to $4,000 from $3,000. 
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Before the burial 


